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DISTRICT NEWS
Welcome Than!
By Than Sumlut, Accountant I
Hi, my Name is Than Sumlut and on June 1, 2021, I started as Accountant I
in the district. I have a year and a half of experience working at Refugee &
Immigrant Self-Empowerment (RISE) as Finance Manager handling different
grants. I am originally from Myanmar (aka Burma). I have both BS and MBA
in accounting from SUNY Oswego. I, my wife, and our two sons have been
here in Syracuse since 2009. I am glad I joined here to be part of a very important job protecting and preserving the natural resources.

Introducing the 2021 Water Chestnut Crew
By Julie Romano, Water Chestnut Crew Leader
The water chestnut (Trapa natans) is an invasive aquatic plant that is native to Europe, Asia, and Africa. It was introduced to the United States in the mid 1800’s and by 1884, the plant had unintentionally
spread into the waterways of the Great Lakes Basin. These plants thrive in slow moving freshwater and
can root in depths of up to 16 feet. Each individual plant produces 15-20 hard nuts, which can remain
viable for 12 years. The relatively large amount of seeds produced along with their longevity allows
dense populations to proliferate quickly. Populations create dense mats that prevent light from penetrating the water, shading out native aquatic plants that provide food and habitat for native fish, waterfowl, and insects. They also reduce levels of dissolved oxygen in the water column leading to fish kills.
In addition to these ecological impacts, water chestnuts are also a nuisance species as their dense mats
obstruct boaters and swimmers. Methods for control include early detection, mechanical harvesting,
herbiced application, and hand pulling. The District employs a crew of young conservation professionals
who work hard every day manually removing plants.
My name is Julie Romano and I am the crew lead for the water chestnut project
this summer. I recently graduated from SUNY ESF where I studied environmental
biology. Since graduating, I have been a long term substitute teacher at an urban
middle school in Syracuse teaching math. I am very excited to be out in the field
for the summer doing meaningful conservation work. During my free time, I like to
run, rock climb, and hike. I am passionate about conservation of the environment
and I believe that education is one of the most powerful tools in ensuring a healthy
environment for future generations. I am very excited to be a part of OCSWCD
this summer as the lead on one of their many impressive projects.
My name is Chris Perrotta. I’m a new crew member with the OCSWCD water chestnut team. I am
a senior at Paul Smith’s College majoring in Ecological Restoration with a minor in Geographic Information Systems. I love spending time outdoors
hunting, fishing, and hiking. I’m excited for the
hand pulling season to begin and am ready to get
to work.

“IF YOU EAT, THANK A FARMER!”
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Water Chestnut Permitting
By Megan Vandewarker, Conservation District Technician

Water chestnuts taking over a local water body.

The District’s 2021 water chestnut (Trapa natans) hand pulling
season is underway. The eradication of this species is crucial for
freshwater ecosystems and for the survival of our native species.
They choke out the light available for other native aquatic
plants and the decaying plant material also causes decreased
oxygen levels for fish. Each plant can drop up to 20 seeds each
year and each seed can produce up to 15 new stems, which
means that each plant left behind has the potential to produce
300 plants the following year. This is what makes water chestnuts so invasive and causes the rapid infestation year to year.

We want to inform everyone that one cannot just go pull water chestnuts anywhere and anytime. There
is both a NYS DEC General Permit GP-0-21-004 and a NYS Canal Corporation permit that may be required for this regulated activity. Information on the general permit for the NYS DEC can be found here
at https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/106121.html. Read General Permit GP-0-21-004 (PDF) to see if your project is covered. If your project is included in the list of authorized activities, read the Instructions for completing the Joint Application Form (PDF) and fill out the Joint Application Form (PDF). If you have any questions regarding this permit please contact the NYS DEC Permits office at 315-426-7438 or
DEP.R7@dec.ny.gov.
Another permit that is important to be aware of is the NYS Canal Corporation Permit. Information regarding this permit can be found here at https://www.canals.ny.gov/. We recommend getting these permit
applications in as soon as possible (late winter/early spring) to ensure acceptance at least 2 months prior
from the DEC and Canal Corporation before the hand pulling season begins.
It is imperative that everyone complies with these regulations to ensure a successful removal of this invasive species. Our team has plans to compost the collected chestnuts at local farms on cropland soils
near our launching locations. Connecting with local farms is an efficient and beneficial process for soil
enhancement on these agricultural fields. Compost helps to create a bigger and better “sponge” to control
runoff and erosion. You can also visit https://ocrra.org/ for more information on composting. Your local
municipal service is also a great, legal way to manage this material. We appreciate your involvement
with the control of the invasive water chestnut and hope for another successful season this year!
If you have any questions regarding either permit process, please contact Megan at 315-457-0325
mvandewarker@ocswcd.org).

Permitting – A Perspective We all Need to Keep in Mind
By Mark Burger, Executive Director, SLWAP Program Manager
When we submit a permit application to a regulatory agency for consideration, we need to remember
that just as we are doing our job, we are asking the permitting agency to do their job. What we cannot
forget is that we are just one of 100-plus permit applications that the regulators are reviewing in that
given week. We must be aware that regulatory agencies have their own rules
Continued on page 4...
and regulations that they must follow as well as consequences.
WWW.OCSWCD.ORG
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...continued from page 3
We need to try to understand and respect the permitting/regulatory process that we are embarking upon. As a society, we determined that we needed laws, regulations and agencies to protect the environment. As a society, we rightfully agreed that we wanted clean air, water, lands and forests, healthy fish
and wildlife, and human interaction within. To ensure that we uphold these values and that some people do not selfishly take advantage of our natural resources, we developed systems such as permitting.
We have enforcement and penalties when people violate the laws. The system is a process of continuous
improvement for higher quality, speed, and adaptation to an every changing world.
Often times there can be a rare, endangered, or threatened species in the area we are proposing our
work that we may have never known about. The biologists may require us to make adjustments before
implementing our project. Work performed in a trout stream is a perfect example as work is often permitted, but only allowed within a specified time frame so that we protect the species of interest. Sorting
all this out can take time and involve multiple meetings with agency representatives. We need to be patient and make sure we do not do more harm than good. It is the responsibility of regulatory agencies to
guard against letting things go wrong in the environment.
What I have learned from this process is that often times the regulators want the issue resolved as much
as we do. They do appreciate our efforts, technical skills, and all the resources we bring to the table. We
all need to put in the hard work and time to get through the regulatory process. We will get through it
and everybody will learn more about the complexity of the issue. In the end, we might not have been as
effective as we could have been due to the need to protect all the other interests in play. But, we should
be optimistic that there is always an opportunity to improve and streamline the process so that it can be
more efficient and effective in the future.
So, please remember to start the permit application process well before you need your permit. Twelvemonths prior is ideal. Nine months prior is good, but when you get within six months of needing a permit, you may be pushing your luck trying to meet your self-imposed project deadline. Please be patient
and remember that everybody has a job to do!

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Update
By Teresa Link, Conservation District Technician, ISA , Certified Arborist®
Through a U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative grant, the District will be treating 21,000 diameter inches of hemlocks
against the invasive hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) and scouting for HWA throughout both the Otisco and Skaneateles Lake watersheds. The District has begun
treatment at land trust property and will continue to treat through the Fall. If you
have any questions or have an area you would like us to consider for scouting or
treatment let us by emailing tlink@ocswcd.org.
Hemlock tree treated by OCSWCD in 2021

The Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, and marital or family status.
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Tully Kettle Lakes – Riparian
Buffer Planting Update

By Teresa Link, Conservation District Technician, ISA
Board of Directors
Certified Arborist®
Craig Dennis, Chair, Practical Farm
David Coburn, Vice-Chair, At Large non-ag
In 2017, Princeton Hydro
Wayne Norris, Treasurer, Grange
wrote a Watershed Implemen- Jessi Lyons, At-Large non-ag
Vacant, Farm Bureau
tation Plan (WIP) for Tully
Ken Bush, Jr., County Legislator
Lake which summarized the
Julie Abbott-Kenan, County Legislator
watershed and provided sugDavid Knapp, Chairman County Legislature &
gestions of projects to improve Board Ex-officio
water quality. The District has
been partnering with Cortland Staff
-Onondaga Federation of Ket- Mark Burger, Executive Director
tle Lake Associations (CEric Renfer, Program Manager
OFOKLA) and the Tully Lake Gwyn Olenych, Accountant I
Property Owners Association
Eva Brown, Administrative Assistant
(TLPOA) since 2018 to imple- Aaron Buchta, Resource Conservation Specialist
ment shoreline buffers, also
Conor Larkin, District Conservation Technician
referred to as shorescaping,
Alex Fisher, District Conservation Technician
which were recommended in
Teresa Link, District Conservation Technician
the WIP. These shoreline buffMegan Vandewarker, District Conservation
ers aim to improve water quality by slowing down and filter- Technician
ing water before it reaches the Roland Ivers, Volunteer
water body. They also have
315-457-0325
the added benefit of improving Phone:
315-457-0410
wildlife and pollinator habitat. Fax:
E-mail:
info@ocswcd.org
Top: Before buffer planting
Website:
www.ocswcd.org
In 2021, the District and its
Below: After buffer planting
partners decided to implement
a different type of buffer, a riparian buffer on a tributary to Tully
Lake. The buffer was installed in April of 2021 and consisted of
1,200 live stakes of streamco willow, pussy willow, red-osier dogwood, silky dogwood, buttonbush, and elderberry. Onondaga Earth
Corps planted the live stakes with help from the District’s intern,
Peter Rao.

Get Paid for Cover Crops!
If you are interested in our County-Wide Cover Crop Incentive Program that pays $25/acre,
please contact Aaron Buchta at 315-457-0325
or abuchta@ocswcd.org for more information!

IN CASE ASSISTANCE IS
NEEDED AT AN AG SPILL
EMERGENCY, PLEASE CALL
MARK BURGER
315-415-5057

“It is our vision to live in a society in which future generations will have natural resources necessary to sustain
and enrich their quality of life.”
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SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM
Streambank Bioengineering for Slope Protection - Revisited
By Chris Travis, Conservation District Technician
Streambank and upland slope stabilization with live willow
stakes is a cost-effective BMP option, but installation and
maintenance does require a significant investment of time to
maximize management practice function.
A few tips are, check tree shelters after the last frost, but before
spring insect hatch and wasp activity. Correct any leaning tree
shelters. In the case of willow live stakes, check for dead stems
and note the number of stems that may need to be replaced.
This streambank stabilization project along the southwestern
edge of Owasco Cemetery is more correctly termed streambank
bioengineering for slope protection, defined as the use of organic
(willows) and inorganic (compost socks, gabion stone) management practices to achieve the end goal of streambank and slope
stabilization.
The willow live stake component of the bioengineered slope is a
little more than a year old and shows evidence of high rates of
survival, > 80% of the 600(+) stems. The compost socks used to
stabilize the slope, into which we inserted the willow stems, provide increased water holding capacity and area for root development. The characteristics of the compost socks allows for the willows to establish a more robust root system than would be possible in the native sandy soil.

April 2020; willow live stakes are planted.

May 2021; Success! Willow live stakes appear to be
thriving.

Jackson Access Road Project
By Kim Clark, Conservation District Technician
We installed about 1200 feet of access road with broad based dips and rock-lined outlets on the Jackson
Noel Farm. Installing rock-lined waterways and
outlets helps to divert stormwater into the buffer
area and off of the field and access road. It also
slows the water, reduces soil erosion and sediment
issues, as well as nutrients reaching the Lake. This
project has increased the farms resiliency by providing safe, direct access to the crop fields and direct
access to the storage barn. This project also helped
with water drainage issues and stormwater management. Thank you to Lake Country Construction for
Access road after
Access road before
the great job on this project!

The Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program is a cooperative effort between the Soil & Water
Conservation Districts and Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Onondaga, Cortland and Cayuga
Counties, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, the City of Syracuse, and Skaneateles Lake
watershed farmers. Principal funding provided by the City of Syracuse.
Paper is recyclable
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SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM
Snow Brook Stream Crossing
By Chris Travis, Conservation District Technician

SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM
Watershed Agricultural Program
Review Committee (WAPRC)
Mike McMahon, Chair, Cortland Co.
Craig Richards, Vice Chair, Onondaga Co.
Eric Brayman, Onondaga Co.
Tim Leubner, Onondaga Co.
David Perry, Cortland Co.
Gaelen Head, Cayuga Co.
Vacant, Cayuga Co.
Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse
Jim Greenfield, Counsel member, non-voting
Dale Kehoe, Counsel member, non-voting

Stream crossing installed at Snow Brook

Stream crossings are a common best management practice
here in Onondaga County. Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District plans and installs two or three of
these practices every year. Water resources may be a blessing, but it behooves us as landowners, resource managers,
and the public, to protect this most precious of resources.
Installation of stream crossings protects against streambed
and streambank erosion, contamination of water resources
with animal waste, and provides a stabilized route for ingress and egress to farm fields by farm equipment that
seems to grow larger every year.

Staff
Mark Burger, Program Manager
Eric Jensen, Farm & Nutrient Mgmt. Planner
Kim Clark, District Conservation Technician
Chris Travis, District Conservation Technician
Phone:
Fax:
E-mail:
Website:

315-457-0325
315-457-0410
slwap@ocswcd.org
www.ocswcd.org

Stream Crossings are no easy undertaking. District Planners and Implementers should remember that even with regards to agriculture projects, any streambank disturbance over 20’ wide will require a permit from the DEC, which can take up to two months;
depending on the size of the project and the DEC’s workload.
For all you District Implementers and Planners out there, or even just the curious public, check out the course modules put together by Soil and Water Conservation Committee’s Engineer, Tim Clark. The modules can be found on the Udemy webpage. (https://www.udemy.com/ - The courses are free for District Employees, sorry everyone else.) Tim’s stream crossing module is particularly comprehensive and informative, I highly recommend this module even if you aren’t
trying to acquire Job Approval Authority.

Our vision - The Skaneateles Lake watershed will be an environmentally sound region, where a viable
agricultural industry and others benefiting from the lake work together harmoniously to improve and
maintain a high standard of water quality.
Our mission - To carry out a cost-effective, innovative program for the farming community that
upholds the high drinking water quality standards of Skaneateles Lake.
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Your Sponsorship Reaches 1,785 residents
$200/year= 4 issues
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