A Public Hearing was held by the Village Board of Trustees on December 15, 2011, for the purpose of hearing comments regarding the proposal of a Local Law establishing a real property tax exemption for non-residential real property converted to mixed use property authorized by Section 485-a of the New York State Real Property Tax Law.
Members Present:   Mayor Joseph Saraceni
 

      Trustee Mark Wilder
                                Trustee Dick Clarke
                                Trustee Bruce Stebbins
                                Trustee Megan O’Donnell
                                Trustee Melinda Shimer
      Trustee Rick Presley
Others Attending - Village Attorney Dave Jones; Police Chief Michael Lefancheck;  Village Engineer Tim 

Baker; Senior Center Coordinator Ruth Troy; Village Clerk Maureen Butler; Colin Kahl, a representative of the Public Access Channel; Jim Delia, Mike Shepard, and Mike Chemotti.
The Public Hearing was called to order by Mayor Saraceni and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Saraceni stated that the purpose of this Public Hearing was to hear comments regarding the proposal of a Local Law establishing a real property tax exemption for non-residential real property converted to mixed use property authorized by Section 485-a of the New York State Real Property Tax Law.
The Village Clerk read the legal notice that was published in the Messenger.
Jim Delia, owner of Pizza Man Pub at 50 Oswego Street, spoke in favor of the proposal.  He stated that he has been interested in renovating his upper floors for a residence.  If this exemption is approved it will definitely help in that endeavor.  He noted that this exemption is a great incentive for all business owners that are in the targeted area. 

No one spoke against the proposal.
Resolution # 210/2011 Motion by Trustee Presley, second by Trustee Clarke
Resolved that the Public Hearing be adjourned at 7:34 p.m.
Carried
Respectfully submitted,

Maureen Butler
Village Clerk
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees held at 7:35 p.m. at Village Hall, 
16 West Genesee Street, Baldwinsville, NY.
December 15, 2011
Resolution #211/2011 Motion by Trustee Wilder, second by Trustee O’Donnell
Resolved that the minutes from the regular Village Board meeting of December 1, 2011, be approved.
Carried
Citizen’s Comments
No comments.
Trustees’ Comments
Trustee Presley requested that an executive session be held regarding a contractual matter.  
Trustee Shimer resigned from the board of trustees effective December 31, 2011.  She noted that it was a pleasure to have worked with everyone and plans on bringing all her experience gained here to her new position at the Town of Lysander.  
Trustee O’Donnell stated that she has heard many compliments on the new holiday snowflake lights.

Trustee Stebbins commended the Town of Van Buren for the new sidewalk in front of Evans Chevrolet on Syracuse Street that connects the village with the town.  Stebbins also noted that 32 street trees are in the process of being planted by the DPW.

Trustee Clarke praised the Rotary Club for another successful holiday luncheon held for the seniors.  He also congratulated Coach Doug Rowe for receiving the “Businessperson of the Year” award from the Baldwinsville Chamber of Commerce.   Clarke noted that the Village Square lighting took place earlier in the evening.  The staff at Ephesus Technologies gave an informative presentation to the press and others that were attending the event.  
Trustee Wilder commended Joe Casper and his staff at Ephesus on the presentation.

Mayor’s Comments
Mayor Saraceni requested that an executive session be added to the agenda regarding labor relations.
The mayor thanked the talented DPW for the installation of the Village Square lights and also for accommodating Ephesus’s timeline.  He also congratulated Doug Rowe on his “Businessperson of the Year” award.

The mayor thanked Melinda Shimer for her dedication while she was village trustee.   

Department Heads
Village Clerk Maureen Butler commented that the open enrollment for the medical insurance has ended and that five past and present employees opted for the new HDHP insurance plan.  She noted that she was told by Brown & Brown that five employees was a good number to try the new plan.

Village Treasurer John Salisbury resigned his position effective December 31, 2011.  He will be sworn in as Town of Lysander Supervisor on January 1, 2012.
The mayor reiterated what a pleasure it was to serve with John not only as the treasurer but also as a village trustee.  The mayor hopes to work with him closely in his new position.
Codes Officer Gregg Humphrey noted that a lot of building is still going on due to the great December weather.  
Senior Center Coordinator Ruth Troy thanked the Rotary Club for their annual Christmas party for the senior center of Baldwinsville.   
Police Chief Mike Lefancheck noted that he received notification from AAA that the department will be receiving their Gold award at a January luncheon.  We did not receive the top award this time because there had been four pedestrian injuries this year.

Village Engineer Tim Baker commented that brush and leaf pickup is finished so if you accumulate more brush do not leave it on the curb because it will not be picked up. 
Pending Business
· South Shore East Trail
Tim Baker noted that he will be submitting the renewed flood waste certification to the DOT.  This will meet the requirement from their latest request letter.  Baker will contact the engineer in regards to beginning the bridge design portion of the project.  There has been more progress on the Community Park restrooms including the laying of the blocks, the construction of the roof and the placing of the conduits.  The indoor work should begin shortly.
· AT&T Proposed Modification
The mayor and Attorney Dave Jones met with two AT&T representatives to discuss the “right of way”.  The mayor asked the board to come up with a reasonable rate adjustment to the existing contract.  After doing an audit it was discovered that the village was shorted approximately $4,800.00.  In addition to paying the village for the shortfall AT&T would also be willing to provide funds to compensate for our attorney’s time.  

· Paper Mill Island Contract Revisions
Trustee Presley stated that the committee met to discuss the modifications of the booking procedures.   They will next meet to discuss safety issues and sound issues.  Promoter Mike Chemotti asked when promoters would be asked for their input and was told by Trustee Presley that right now just procedural changes have been discussed.  Their input has not been needed yet. 
· Code Book Revitalization

Feedback is still being requested in order for the Organizational Analysis to be completed. 
· Unpaid Taxes for the period from 1915 – 1982

After being tabled at the last two meetings and after learning that it would be too costly to pursue, the board decided to waive the unpaid taxes for the period 1915 – 1982.
Resolution #212/2011 Motion by Trustee Clarke, second by Trustee Presley

Resolved to forgive the unpaid village taxes from the years of 1915 – 1982 (period prior to the village turning the unpaid taxes over to the County of Onondaga) in the amount of $7,774.18.
Five ayes, one nay (Trustee Stebbins)
Carried
· Local Law proposal – Real Property Tax Exemption
Resolution #213/2011 Motion by Trustee Clarke, second by Trustee O’Donnell
Resolved to adopt the local law establishing a real property tax exemption for non-residential real property converted to mixed use property authorized by Section 485-a of the New York State Real Property Tax Law.
Carried

The mayor noted that this has been presented to the school district and the two towns for their consideration.  The County of Onondaga has already passed it.
· Property Tax Levy
Mayor Saraceni asked the board to review the material regarding the village enacting a local law authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the cap.    It will be discussed at the next village board meeting.
New Business
· Set Work Session and Public Hearing regarding the 2012 – 2013 Tentative Budget 
Resolution #214/2011 Motion by Trustee Clarke, second by Trustee Wilder
Resolved to schedule a budget work session on Tuesday, January 3, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. and that a Public Hearing be scheduled for Thursday, January 5, 2012, at 7:30 p.m., regarding the tentative budget for the March 1, 2012 – February 28, 2013 fiscal year.  Both will be held at Village Hall, 16 West Genesee Street.
Carried
· Agreement with IMA (Industrial Medical Associates)
Resolution #215/2011 Motion by Trustee Wilder, second by Trustee O’Donnell

Resolved to authorize the mayor to sign an agreement with IMA (Industrial Medical Associates) for random drug testing for the Department of Public Works’ employees for the year 2012.
Carried
· Resignation of Village Trustee Melinda Shimer
Resolution #216/2011 Motion by Trustee Clarke, second by Trustee Presley

Resolved to accept the resignation of Village Trustee Melinda Shimer, effective  December 31, 2011, with regret.
Carried
· Resignation of Village Treasurer John Salisbury
Resolution #217/2011 Motion by Trustee Clarke, second by Trustee Shimer
Resolved to accept the resignation of Village Treasurer John Salisbury, effective  December 31, 2011, with regret.
Carried
· Appointment of Anna Custer – Village Treasurer
Resolution #218/2011 Motion by Trustee Clarke, second by Trustee Stebbins
Resolved to accept the appointment of Anna Custer as Village Treasurer, with an effective date of January 1, 2012, at a pay rate of $15,000.00/year.
Carried
· Deputy Treasurer  From 12/16/2011 – 12/31/2011
Resolution #219/2011 Motion by Trustee Clarke, second by Trustee Presley

Resolved to accept the appointment of Anna Custer as part-time Deputy Treasurer from December 16, 2011 through December 31, 2011, with a pay rate of $15.00/hour.  This period will be for training.
Carried
· Executive Sessions
Resolution #220/2011 Motion by Trustee Presley, second by Trustee Shimer
Resolved that the board retire into executive sessions regarding a contractual matter and labor relations at 8:30 p.m.
Carried
Resolution #221/2011 Motion by Trustee Wilder, second by Trustee Stebbins
Resolved that the board return from executive session at 9:05 p.m.
Carried

Resolution #222/2011 Motion by Trustee O’Donnell, second by Trustee Clarke
Resolved that the bills be paid from their proper accounts, after audit.
Abstract #20     -  General Fund Checks #36180 - #36246, $ 34,250.08

            -  Water Fund Checks #22785 - #22796,       $ 8,283.64 

            -  Sewer Fund Checks #22700 - #22708,       $ 1,469.58
Carried
Resolution #223/2011 Motion by Trustee Wilder, second by Trustee Clarke
Resolved that the meeting be adjourned at 9:06 p.m., until the Public Hearing on January 5, 2012, at 7:30 p.m., at Village Hall.
Carried
Adjournment,
Maureen Butler
Village Clerk
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