A Public Hearing was held on October 21, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. by the Village Board of Trustees for the purpose of hearing comments regarding the proposed increase in water rates for customers serviced by the Village of Baldwinsville. 

Present – Deputy Mayor Stebbins, Trustees Wilder, Clarke, Salisbury, Shimer and Weaver.

Absent – Mayor Saraceni. 

Also Present- Village Attorneys Ron Carr and Dave Jones; Police Chief Michael Lefancheck;  Ruth Troy, Coordinator for Canton Woods Senior Center; Tim Baker, Village Engineer; Colin Kahl, a representative from the Public Access Channel; and Erin Wisneski from the Messenger.

The Public Hearing was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Deputy Mayor Stebbins stated that the purpose of this Public Hearing was to hear comments regarding the proposed increase in water rates for customers serviced by the Village of Baldwinsville. 

The Village Clerk read the legal notice that was published in the Messenger.

Deputy Mayor Stebbins asked if any one wanted to speak in favor of the proposed increase in water rates for customers serviced by the Village of Baldwinsville. 

No Comments.

Deputy Mayor Stebbins asked if any one wanted to speak against the proposed increase in water rates for customers serviced by the Village of Baldwinsville. 

No Comments.
Motion #160 -

Moved by Trustee Clarke seconded by Trustee Wilder that the Public Hearing be adjourned at 7:32 p.m.  
 










CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,

 




Village Clerk 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES WAS HELD AT VILLAGE HALL ON OCTOBER 21 2010, AT 7:30 P.M.

Present – Deputy Mayor Stebbins, Trustees Wilder, Salisbury, Clarke, Shimer, and Weaver.

Absent – Mayor Saraceni.
Also Present- Village Attorneys Ron Carr and Dave Jones; Police Chief Michael Lefancheck;  Ruth Troy, Coordinator for Canton Woods Senior Center; Tim Baker, Village Engineer; Colin Kahl, a representative from the Public Access Channel; and Erin Wisneski from the Messenger.

Motion #161 – 

Moved by Trustee Wilder seconded by Trustee Shimer that the minutes of the meeting held October 7, 2010, be approved and that the Village Clerk dispenses with the reading of said minutes. 












CARRIED.

Citizen’s Comments.

No Comments.

Trustees’ Comments.
No Comments.
Deputy Mayor’s Comments are as follows.

· Requested an Executive Session for a Personnel Matter.

· Reminded residents that leaves should not be raked into the road and if they are in the road for the driver to beware of children playing in the leaves. He knows that children are drawn to a pile of leaves to play in and he would hate to see a child get hit or run over. 

Department Heads.

Ruth Troy stated that the Department of Aging and Youth will be having a meeting at Canton Woods October 25, 2010, at 1:00 p.m. to discuss the new Health Reform.

Michael Lefancheck noted that he was recently speaking as the Chairman of the Onondaga County Chapter of Chiefs of Police, at a press conference held October 13th at the Cicero Fire Department’s Station 1, regarding the issue of county taxes and how the they pertain to the sheriff’s patrol.  He noted that Village taxpayers’ pay approximately $375,000.00 on their county tax bill for coverage by the Onondaga County Sheriffs Department, but the sheriff’s department only answer 6% of the calls within the Village. The Baldwinsville Police Department answers 92% of the calls and the New York State Police answer the other 2%.  This information was given to the Police Association by Onondaga County.  He noted that he would keep the Village Board informed on any new developments. 
Tim Baker stated that during the process of relocating the materials from Lock Street to 1963 West Genesee Street Road, they realized the purlins had too much corrosion and should not be reused. Therefore he would like permission to purchase new ones at a cost not to exceed $15,500.00.  He noted that he has two quotes for these items and should receive the third tomorrow. He also noted that 2/3rds of this purchase could come from highway project funds, since the paving project was $10,000.00 less than expected.  He hopes that if the board can find funding for the remaining amount, it can be included in the proposed bonding.  
Deputy Mayor Stebbins suggested that the discussion/action regarding giving the Village Engineer permission to purchase purlins for the salt shed, be added to the agenda under New Business.  
Pending Business.
Discussion in regards to the South Shore East Trail. 
Tim Baker stated that he had not heard back from the Federal Highway Dept., therefore he has nothing new to report.
Discussion concerning an update on village owned Lock Street Properties.
Trustee Wilder stated that he had received four copies of Plumley’s Phase 2 report today. He has briefly reviewed it and he would like the Village Board Members to review it and maybe the Village can start to put together a package for any future developer to review.  
Discussion/Action concerning the proposed increase in water rates for customers serviced by the Village of Baldwinsville.
Deputy Mayor Stebbins stated the DPW Committee has been working on an increase in the water rates of the village for the last six to eight months.  He noted that over the last five years the water department has been running with a deficit balance and that by increasing the water rates it should correct the deficit and increase the reserve balance which is necessary if one of the wells or water tanks need repairs. 

Motion #162 - 

Moved by Trustee Wilder seconded by Trustee Clarke that the following rate schedule be adopted and the sewer rate will be set at 90% of the water billed. 
	
	
	Village
	Outside
	Districts

	From
	To
	Charge

	0
	1
	$ 14.00
	$18.00
	$150.00

	2
	9,999,900
	$   1.10
	$  1.20
	$     1.20


Tim Baker stated that the Village should not keep going into the reserve fund for normal operating costs.  The State Comptroller’s Office recommends that the Village should have a fund balance between 40 to 70 percent of their operating costs. The Village’s operating costs are approximately $400,000.00, the Village only has a reserve balance of approximately $100,000.00.  He suggested that the Village restructure the water rate schedule. The proposed rate schedule would have a flat hook up fee, and the cost of water consumption would be an additional amount.   He noted that the sewer rate will also be adjusted down to 90% of the water billed, to keep the sewer account showing a slight increase.  These increases should keep the water and sewer accounts in good financial shape over the next five years. The proposed water rates are below the rates that are charged by OCWA. 
Deputy Mayor Stebbins noted that a change will be made in the new budget year regarding the Village Engineer’s salary.  His salary currently is charged to the general fund but in the upcoming budget year it will be divided between the general fund (public works department), water fund, and sewer funds, which are the departments he supervises. He noted that the reserved fund was used to re-meter the whole village, the wells had to be redeveloped and the water tanks had to be re-painted.  He noted that the increase would cost a normal homeowner 16 cents a day, and people pay approximately $1.25 for a bottle of water from a machine. The last rate increase was done in 2004.  
The Village Clerk noted that the water customers will see the new increases starting with the March 1, 2011 billing and there after. 












CARRIED.
Discussion/Action in regards to receiving bids for the Village Square Project that were opened on October 20, 2010.

Motion #163
Moved by Trustee Clarke seconded by Trustee Wilder that the bids for the Village Square Project that were opened on October 20, 2010, be received. 



TJ Fiacco Construction, LLC


$577,000.00



Davis Wallbridge



$419,900.00




Boland’s Excavating & Topsoil, Inc

$447,000.00




Cunningham Excavation


$399,500.00




Ballard Construction



$470,000.00




Jon T. Rich Construction, LLC


$429,600.00




EZ Paving/Sealcoat LLC 


$461,000.00




Orchard Earth & Pipe Corp


$433,738.00




Slate Hill Construction, Inc


$544,000.00




Ruston Paving Company, Inc


$405.850.00




Joseph Priore Construction Co.


$439,300.00




Landmark Enterprises



$397,000.00


Tim Baker recommended that the Village keeps the bid bonds for the three lower bidders and have the Village Clerk send the rest of the bid bonds back to the bidders with a letter thanking them for bidding.  He noted that he will discuss the bids with the DPW Committee at their next meeting and make a decision soon.  












CARRIED. 

New Business. 
Discussion/Action in regards to the acceptance of a letter of retirement from Susan Ellis as Communications Officer with the effective date of October 29, 2010. 
Motion #164 -
Moved by Trustee Shimer seconded by Trustee Weaver that the letter of retirement from Susan Ellis as Communications Officer be accepted with the effective date of October 29, 2010.

Michael Lefancheck noted the number of years Susan Ellis had worked for the Village. He also noted the excellent job she had done and that she will be missed. 












CARRIED. 
Discussion/Possible Action in regards to setting a public hearing to hear comments concerning the abandonment of property at the end of Meigs Road. 
There was a discussion regarding the area of abandoned property at the dead end of Meigs Road. The Village has been working on an agreement regarding that property and how it will affect the development of Sun Meadows Development. Tim Baker stated that he had spoken to the developer and they have no plans to develop this area until spring and no action needed to be taken at this time.   
Discussion/Action in regards to the approval of the Settlement Agreement between National Grid and the Village of Baldwinsville as it relates to provisions imposing local Gross Receipt Taxes pursuant to Village Law Section 5-530 on certain purchase of certain commodities. 
Motion #165 -
Moved by Trustee Clarke seconded by Trustee Salisbury that the Mayor be given authorization to sign the Settlement Agreement between National Grid and the Village of Baldwinsville as it relates to provisions imposing local Gross Receipt Taxes pursuant to Village Law Section 5-530 on certain purchase of certain commodities, contingent on the approval of the Village Attorney.

Ron Carr explained the Settlement Agreement.  He noted that NYCOM has been involved with the negotiations with National Grid and they recommend that the Village and those involved sign the agreement.  












CARRIED.
Motion #166
Moved by Trustee Clarke seconded by Trustee Shimer that the board retired into Executive Session for a personnel matter at 8:46 p.m. 












CARRIED.
Motion #167- 

Moved by Trustee Clarke seconded by Trustee Shimer that the board returned from Executive Session at 9:30 p.m. 












CARRIED.
Motion #168 
Moved by Trustee Clarke seconded by Trustee Shimer that the bills be paid from their proper accounts, after audit.  From Abstract #16, General (Cks 34692-34750) - $98,355.10; Abstract # 16, Water (Cks #22500- #22511) - $7,278.86, Abstract # 16, Sewer (Cks #22446- #22454) - $993.00.    












CARRIED.
Motion #169  -
Moved by Trustee Clarke seconded by Trustee Shimer that the meeting be adjourned at 9:32 p.m., until the village board meeting to be held November 4, 2010, at 7:30 p.m., at Village Hall.

CARRIED. 
Adjournment, 

 




Village Clerk 

 

