VILLAGE OF BALDWINSVILLE
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Monday, November 7, 2011, 7:00 P.M.

Approved 2/6/12
PRESENT:
Dean Johnson, Chairman
Dave Arthur
Bruce King

Toni Kleist 
Connie Taft
ALSO 

PRESENT: 
Gregg Humphrey, CEO



Tim Baker, Village Engineer
Susan LaQuay, Board Secretary 
GUESTS:
Mr. Frank Ventre, regarding 41 East Genesee Street (Fat Johnny’s Tavern)
Mr. John Boyer, regarding 41 East Genesee Street (Fat Johnny’s Tavern)
Mr. Adam Boyer, regarding 41 East Genesee Street (Fat Johnny’s Tavern)
Upon motion by T. Kleist and second by C. Taft that the minutes of the October 3, 2010 ARB meeting are approved as submitted.  Motion carried.
Upon motion by T. Kleist and second by B. King that the minutes of the September 8, 2010 ARB meeting are approved with corrections.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
Fat Johnny’s Tavern – 41 East Genesee Street  -  façade, signs
Mr. Frank Ventre, Mr. John Boyer, and Mr. Adam Boyer are present to address the Board.  The proposed sign has no illumination from behind.  There will be a gooseneck light above.  The Applicant is requesting approval for the vinyl awning, which is already installed.  They provided before-and-after photos showing the new awning.  The color of the awning is green and matches the green on the sub shop next door.  They have received positive comments from people regarding this change.  Mr. Ventre stated that the vinyl material will not deteriorate like the fabric awning it replaced did.  They considered replacing it with another fabric awning, but it was cost-prohibitive (up to $7000.).  The fabric awning kept ripping and needing repair.  D. Arthur asked who recommended the Applicant use a vinyl awning.  Mr. Ventre stated the sign company recommended vinyl as it will withstand snow and ice better.  The Applicant chose the color.  


T. Kleist asked in what location the sign will be placed.  Mr. Ventre stated it will be in the same location as the existing sign and will be of the same shape.  G. Humphrey noted the siding on the building is 
T-111.  Given the spacing of 6”, the sign will be 60”.  The application says it is 84” and Mr. Boyer stated that 84” is the dimension they were given by the sign company.

T. Kleist asked if there will be any lighting under the awning.  There will not be. 

D. Johnson noted that the vinyl awning on the sub shop has been grandfathered in the code and would not have received approval from the ARB.  The ARB Guidelines state that vinyl awnings are not acceptable (bottom of page 21).  Mr. Ventre stated they have no other good options.  D. Johnson noted he understands their reluctance to use a fabric awning as it is expensive and difficult to maintain.  He suggested other materials and noted that Walgreen’s has a flat metal awning, which would withstand the weather.  

Mr. Ventre stated he feels the Board should consider the end result.  He is making improvements to the building, even with the vinyl awning.  He noted that their budget is already stretched.  While he appreciates the Board’s thoughts, he feels the vinyl awning looks good and accomplishes the goal of replacing the previous awning.   If he cannot use the vinyl awning, they will have to go without one altogether.  D. Johnson recommended that the Applicants consider contacting Community Development.  Mr. Ventre stated they will consider this, but right now they just want to get the business up and running.  

Mr. Ventre stated he has owned the property since 1979.  Mr. John Boyer and his son will operate the business.  

Mr. Ventre stated they have invested money into reinforcing the awning structure.  D. Johnson noted this can be used with another type of awning as well, one that is within the Guidelines.

D. Johnson stated the basic issue is that the guidelines were developed to prevent this type of material from being used.  Approval of this awning would set a precedent that it is indeed acceptable.  The Board wants to avoid setting this precedent.  Mr. Ventre asked if the Guidelines indicate what is acceptable.  D. Johnson stated the Guidelines do not specify what is acceptable, just what is not.   

T. Kleist noted that the idea of the awning itself is not the problem, but the vinyl material they selected is what is keeping this from being approved.  If the awning were metal it would be approvable even with the color and striping.  D. Johnson suggested using the flat metal material like on Walgreen’s.  Mr. Ventre stated he does not feel it looks as nice as his vinyl awning.  D. Johnson suggested he check with his vendor regarding other materials and check with G. Humphrey to make sure it is within code.   He noted the color would need approval as well.  Sheet metal roofing material should not cost much more than vinyl and is often prefinished with a baked on color.  T. Baker noted that how the material is trimmed and attached is very important as well.  


Mr. Ventre asked if the shade of green they have now is acceptable.  D. Johnson stated he would prefer a darker green, but has no real problem with the color submitted. Mr. Ventre asked if any colors are unacceptable.  D. Johnson stated any kind of pink or purple, etc., would not be approved.  Red is acceptable.  

Mr. John Boyer noted they may have to change the framing to accommodate the metal material as it was designed to hold vinyl.  G. Humphrey stated many metal materials are very lightweight. 

D. Arthur noted the cartoon character on the sign.  He stated he would prefer to see something else on the sign.  He took an informal survey and no one had a favorable opinion regarding the character.  D. Johnson agreed that the graphic on the sign is not in keeping with the character of the Village.  Other than this graphic, the sign is nice.  The colors are fine.  He would like to see at least a 1” border around the sign.   He noted that if the Applicant disagrees with the ARB opinion regarding this, they can go to the Village Board and address it with the Trustees.   Mr. Ventre stated he understands the Board’s opinion regarding the graphic; however, he noted they are ready to open for business and asked what would be the most expeditious way to address the graphic on the sign.  D. Johnson stated he can email G. Humphrey the new design and it can be emailed to Board Members for approval.  Mr. Ventre noted they can recenter the words and just omit the graphic of the cartoon character.  D. Johnson stated that would be acceptable.  The Board can vote on the sign tonight, but will table the discussion regarding the awning for now. 

Upon motion by D. Johnson to approve the sign as submitted with the figure of the man eliminated and the addition of an approximately 1” border around the sign to match the color in the middle of the sign.  Second by B. King.  Motion carried. 

D. Johnson noted they will have to remove the vinyl awning.  If they can find something to replace it they can discuss it with G. Humphrey.  Mr. Ventre stated he understands this and acknowledges they will be without an awning for a while. 

D. Arthur asked if there are any issues with what is under the awning.  Mr. Ventre stated there is an air conditioning unit on the front of the building that is not functioning.   T. Baker stated the Board cannot ask them to remove it.  

D. Johnson noted that corrugated metal is an option for the awning material.  It is lighter weight.  B. King agreed and stated he feels the metal industrial aesthetic is nice.  

T. Kleist stated she will contact Mr. Ventre with information regarding Community Development.   She noted they worked with Village Hardware.  


Mr. Ventre stated he is disappointed the vinyl awning was not approved.  He feels it looks nice, but he appreciates the Board’s comments.  He stated he will be sure to obtain approval before its replacement is installed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.  The next ARB meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 5, 2011.
Respectfully submitted,
Susan LaQuay

Susan LaQuay
ARB Secretary
ARB Meeting October 3, 2011
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