
VILLAGE OF BALDWINSVILLE
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Monday, April 6, 2009, 7:00 P.M.

Approved 5/4/09

PRESENT:
Dave Mott – Chairman



Dean Johnson



Don Cronk


Connie Taft



Toni Kleist



Marie Giannone, Board Secretary

ALSO PRESENT:  

Chris Savacool, Planning Board Chairman

Carl Pelcher, Planning Board Member

Tim Baker, Village Engineer

Meeting was opened by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Minutes from March 2, 2009 meeting were approved.  Second by Connie Taft.  

NEW BUSINESS:

41 Oswego Street, The Gazette Building – application for signage.
Mr. Geoff Lange and Mr. Mike Bruska addressed the board representing 41 Oswego Street.

The property has been owned by the applicants for a couple of years.  They have made improvements in the building both inside and out.  They said they are ready to put in commercial tenants and are here to apply for and have approval for signage.
Chairman Mott asked if the address is just 41 Oswego Street or are there multiple addresses for the building.  The applicant said 41 Oswego Street looks like three continuous buildings , but is one address with Suites 100 thru 250 and approved by 911.  

Chairman Mott asked about the side that has the business “House of Do’s”.  He asked if they were different suites also.  The applicant said every unit in the building has a suite number.   Chairman Mott said the reason he asked is there are multiple signs/multiple fronts which for a single business there is a limit to the number of signs.  Chairman Mott asked if they have talked with our CEO.  Yes.   Mr. Lange said they are not applying for signs on the front of the building only the north and south side of the building, according to the documents presented to the board.  
The size of the signs was discussed.  Chairman Mott said the size of the sign is 24 sq. ft. maximum, no more than 20% of the store front.  Chairman Mott said for the big sign it would have to be reduced to no more than 24 sq. ft.  maximum.  

The directory sign was discussed.  Chairman Mott said the dimension of the directory sign exceeds the maximum by code.  Chairman Mott said that would have to be taken up by the zoning as this board does not enforce code.  Mr. Lange said they already had discussions with the CEO.  Mr. Lange said the CEO said because of the uniqueness of the building, large, multiple commercial tenants that the CEO thought it would be fine.  But Mr. Lange said the CEO may have been referring to the ARB not ZBA.   Mr. Lange asked if Zoning approves, do they have to come back before ARB.  Chairman Mott said no.  Chairman Mott said basically the ARB looks at style and lighting.

The board continued with the applicant’s request.
Mr. Lange said there are six different locations for the signs, but only two styles.

Details of the directory sign with “The Gazette Building” on top:

· Proposed building directory signs, ½” MDO Wood.

· All proposed edges treated and filled, primed and triple coated with self leveling sign grade paint.

· Shaped edges are professionally machine cut on CNC machine.

· All graphics are applied computer cut vinyl, and can be easily altered and/or updated as necessary.

· There are to be two (2) of each of these proposed signs, one (1) located on each of the North and South sides of the building.

· Each of the two (2) proposed signs have removable “Dibond” aluminum tenant panels, that can be easily removed, re-lettered and re-installed.  Black finish on tenant panels are a baked enamel “matte” finish.
· Upper letters of directory are “raised” CNC cut individual letters to add dimension to the signage panel.

· Installation of this style sign is a “flush” mount style.  Pressure treated cleats are attached to brick wall and signage panel(s) are attached to cleats to create a floating, natural shadow look to again add to the dimensional look.  All hardware to be use is stainless steel.

The signs on the back of the building above each tenant’s door:  (House of Do’s and In-Home Flooring)

· Proposed building signs, ½” MDO Wood.

· All exposed edges treated and filled, primed and triple coated with self leveling sign grade paint.

· Shaped edges are professionally machine cut on CNC machine.

· All graphic are applied cut vinyl, and can be easily altered and/or updated as necessary.

· There are to be two (2) of each of these proposed signs, one (1) located on roof top area of back (drive thru) entrance.

· Each of the two (2) proposed signs in the alley way are to be illuminated with an exterior grade “gooseneck” style light fixture.  Exact style and color(s) are to be determined.

Discussion followed on how the signs will be attached with the gooseneck lighting.  Discussion where the signs should be placed, i.e. next to the door of tenant.  Mr. Lange would like to have the signs mounted above the door for visibility.    Chairman Mott said the directory sign gives the location with an arrow to where these tenants are located.  Ms. Kleist said that you are not losing anything by putting the signs on the wall as opposed to the roof.  
Mr. Johnson asked how many tenants are there.  Mr. Lange said right now two and possibly one more.  

Ms. Taft asked if lighting will be on all signs.  Yes, except the directory sign.  

Mr. Johnson said for three signs he would concede to the roof.   Mr. Lange said the tenants would appreciate that.  

Ms. Kleist asked about colors for the tenant’s sign.  Mr. Lange said he would like to have that option available.  The background color will be the same, and the tenant would use their own color and type set.  

Mr. Johnson complimented the applicants and their designer on the outstanding job they did on the signage.  

Motion made by Chairman Mott to approved application with the following:
Four (4) gooseneck  lights – one at each unit.

Maintain directory background color for tenants.

Lower North side directory sign.

Lower House of Do’s to just above door on East side.

Second by Dean Johnson.  Approved by the board.  

Chairman Mott also advised the applicants to work with the CEO regarding the size of the signs.

EDR Project Review
Chris Savacool, Chairman of the Planning Board and Carl Pelcher, Planning Board Member, addressed the board on the EDR Project.  Mr. Savacool said they are looking for guidance in terms of language to incorporate in the overlay district code that might be within the board’s purview.  Mr. Savacool said some of the items discussed were:
· Multiple frontage – East Genesee Street front and possibility of Denio Street continuation 

· River frontage and frontage to Denio Street

· Encourage a developer to develop both frontages, at least to be aware of dual frontages

· ARB would be concerned with signage on any or all frontages

· Would current signage codes be relevant in all of those or would there be different characters to the different frontages, i.e. trail side the same as E. Genesee Street
Mr. Savacool said at a recent meeting with the stakeholders, it was brought up about subdividing lots and build to the two frontages on the river and East Genesee Street, how do they get signage for the back lots.  
Mr. Savacool said the same concerns are for lighting.

· Lighting for buildings

· Internal lighting

· Lighting for the signs

Build out requirements: (as it relates to East Genesee Street)

· 75% build out to the front, which would include soft scape or hard scape.

· What kind of language would need to be included

· Street scape benches, shrubbery

· Awnings

· Character of the area – naming the trails, give it a unique name

Discussion on naming the trails and parking lots.  

Mr. Savacool said they are looking for feedback on the above.  He said they would like to have a discussion with the stakeholders at their May planning board meeting.

Chairman Mott said the problem is getting the language worked into the plan.  Mr. Savacool said that the village attorney, Mr. Ron Carr would be able to help with the language.

Mr. Johnson said this is a very pedestrian oriented area with low speed traffic, parallel parking which would also slow traffic down.  Mr. Mott said parallel or diagonal parking should be considered to slow traffic down.

Mr. Johnson said hanging signs over the sidewalks should be encourage in this area referring to Denio side.   He said awnings do a lot to enhance the area, but there could be a problem with fire codes.    
Chairman Mott said the code needs to be changed as it presently exists for the number of signs, dimension, percentage of store front, as it relates to this new area.   Mr. Johnson said possibly a pylon sign should be considered similar to The Gazette Building, with a directory on Genesee Street for the people on Denio Street.  This would give exposure to the main street.  
Mr. Savacool said one of the concerns was that if we do build out frontage on Genesee Street, some of the buildings would be hidden.  But he said they are also making sure that there is a visual gap to the river.  

 Brick paver is a good idea.  Crosswalks could be done in brick.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Pelcher said brick pavers held up very well during winter and no damage from plowing equipment.

Ms. Taft talked about sidewalk next to the buildings, to prevent vehicles from parking close to the building.  Chairman Mott said sidewalks are there, but there is nothing there to stop vehicles from parking right up to the building.

Discussion followed on gooseneck lighting.   Mr. Johnson said the board wanted to have a certain period look and gooseneck lighting works well.  

Discussion followed on materials that are acceptable: 

· Brick, clapboard, shake siding

· Stay away from stucco and vinyl siding.

· Flat roof with false front.

· Shingle pitch roof

· Metal roof 

Zoning would have to be rewritten for zero drive thru and zero build to.

Discussion on river signage:
· Historical markers as an example

· Smaller size signs for pedestrians

· Pole signs as opposed to being attached to buildings

Other ideas brought up in the general discussion:

· Bike racks

· Emphasis on shrubbery, benches, small trees

· Who would do maintenance on green areas
· Street wall on Genesee Street , possibly wrought iron fence

· American Disabilities Act (ADA) should be considered in the design because of changes in elevation in that area. Example: a lot of stairs in that area that would need to be addressed.
· Utilities are a big expense – new areas – will utilities be underground

· Air conditioning should be on roof tops, or properly screened.

· Pitched roofs on East Genesee Street

· Buy a brick program or park bench could be used for some expenses – Chamber of Commerce has programs of this type.

Mr. Savacool and Mr. Pelcher thanked the board for their time and ideas.  He said this additional information gives them some direction.  Mr. Savacool said they are trying to keep the language as broad as they can and at the same time to keep out what they don’t want in there but to allow some flexibility so the businesses can do some things that they might like to do but also give them a sense of what we are looking for.  Mr. Savacool said it is not going to take away what we do at the planning board but give the people a better direction to the code – one part would be the certain requirements and then there are concepts such as pedestrian access.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Next ARB meeting is scheduled for May 4, 2009.  Deadline submission is April 20, 2009.
Respectfully submitted,

Marie Giannone
Marie Giannone

ARB Secretary
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