VILLAGE OF BALDWINSVILLE
PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY, December 22, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.
PRESENT:
Carl Pelcher, Chairman



Don Cronk




Dave Arthur



Jim Schanzenbach
Nicole Schlater


Ed Rock


Larry Barnett

Also Present:
Ron Carr, Village Attorney



Marie Giannone, Secretary

Minutes of November 24, 2009 were approved.

Second Overlay District
Chairman Pelcher said on Saturday, November 28, he walked the area with Jim and Don and discussed the overlay district.  Chairman Pelcher referred to the drawing and discussion followed.  

Questions on this overlay district concerned the Virginia Street area and Albert Palmer Lane.

Chairman Pelcher asked if there were any comments on this overlay district.  No comments.  Don Cronk thought the vacant lot by Gino and Joe’s should be picked up in this district.  

Elizabeth Street should not be in the overlay district as it has residential.

Dave Arthur said Elizabeth Street should be part of the border.  Mr. Arthur said to start with build to lines on Virginia, Palmer and Mechanic Street but use Elizabeth Street as the bordering street.  Discussion followed.  Chairman Pelcher said this was the first look at it and ideas could be put down on paper for more discussion.   Residential will continue to stay residential.  
Zoning Map was discussed and it will be provided by Mr. Baker at the next meeting.

Larry Barnett asked why the East side of Oswego Street was not included.  Mr. Arthur said the main four corners were an identity itself.  Discussion followed on the East overlay district and where the boundaries are.  

Chairman Pelcher said he will make changes/additions/deletions on the drawing and will discuss this at the next meeting.

Parking Issues

Chairman Pelcher passed out material (Smartcode) on parking and discussion followed.  Smartcode basically divides the city into transients.  East Genesee would be the urban core.  Chairman Pelcher said the reason that is important because there would be more shared parking in that area.  The idea being that someone will park their car and walk around.  Urban Center would be further out and up the parking requirements.  General Urban area would be residential areas.   Chairman Pelcher said almost everyone is using Smartcode, including Onondaga County.  Discussion followed on the Smartcode chart.
After reviewing the chart, Chairman Pelcher said they may not want a table this complicated but to keep it simple and only have residential, lodging, office and retail.  Board agreed to keep it simple as it could become worse as years go by.  Chairman Pelcher said an (*) asterisk could be added that anything not covered could be up to the discretion of the planning board.
Mr. Arthur asked that since this was an excerpt out of the Smartcode what kind of guidelines were used to get the numbers.  Mr. Arthur said if it is based on a municipality providing municipal parking, i.e. parking garage, street parking, these numbers may be one value.  If the municipality does not have anything, are these valid numbers.  Chairman Pelcher said it was based on both village and street side parking.  

Mr. Carr said there are always problems when parking is tied to a business.  Discussion followed on village codes and parking.  Mr. Carr said when you are building out the site the parking is fine but when a business changes parking issues come up and that business has to apply for a variance.  
The board continued with the review of Section 3 (g) (h) Parking Requirements and Parking Location and Standards.  Section 3 g. iv. and v. Effective Parking may be further adjusted upward by 30% and Linear Buildings was discussed and taken out.  

Discussion followed on restaurants and retail.  Should another category be established for “restaurants” keeping it separate from “retail”.    Mr. Schanzenbach said writing parking codes for each overlay is biting off a lot and if parking was taken out of the overlay plan, this project could be completed now.  He said he thought there was two parking – core which is the four corners, Marble Street, East Genesee Street and the other core – which would be slightly different parking.  He said parking should be attack from the village’s existing codes.  Keep parking out of the overlays so that the project can get pushed through.  Without parking on the East Genesee Street overlay, this could get finished.  
Mr.  Carr said that parking for new development  within the overlay would be at the discretion of the planning board.  Chairman Pelcher asked if that was a good thing to have in the plan.  Mr. Carr said it could be used in a pinch.  Mr. Arthur said couldn’t it state that it would be at the discretion of the planning board and based upon current village law.    In depth discussion followed.  
Chairman Pelcher said there are two choices regarding parking:  (1) put in overlay or (2) put in parking section of code book.  The downside could be the hold up of implementing the overlay plan. The advantage of the overlay could have different parking for different areas; the disadvantage would be that parking would have to be redone for every overlay.  Mr. Arthur applauded the chairman for his work on this and said he felt confident that under the direction of Chairman Pelcher, this overlay plan will get done.

Discussion followed if the planning board is ready to present this to the village board.  

Chairman Pelcher said he will do a final draft with input from Ron Carr on the changes made to the parking section and have it to the board members no later than January 14, 2010 for their review before the next planning board meeting with a motion made at the next meeting that this could be presented to the village board.  Also, map will be provided as this is required in order to vote.
Mr. Schanzenbach asked if the board could have a work session to review parking.  This was taken under consideration.   Also, Chairman Pelcher will look into having someone from the State come to speak on parking issues.  
Mr. Carr read what could be put in the EDR plan under parking: “Parking for properties running on East Genesee Street proposed new street and for properties running on Seneca River shall generally be positioned to the side of the primary building located on the property.  The position, layout and quantity of onsite parking shall be in accordance with the parking requirements provided for in Section ______ of the code of the Village of Baldwinsville unless otherwise modified or varied by the Village Planning Board upon its approval of the property site plan.”  

Board members agreed with this language.

Next discussion was training requirements by board members.  Land Use Training and Certification.

Dave Arthur spoke on the required training for planning board members.  Training requirements have to be completed for the year ending March 2010which is when the fiscal year ends for the village.  Web sites for this Land Use Training were given to the members.  These four hours of training on the internet could be used as fulfillment of required training.  Members took down the web site information on this training.
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. Next planning board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 26, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marie Giannone

Secretary - Planning Board
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